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into the hands of his forme; phyfici ns, 

the captain and mate, or, through nc 7 

having any aſſiſtanee at all, for a conks 

derable time after I ſaw him, and till the | 
| * arrived 1 in England, Either death or 
| yury/ to his conſtitution 


muſt have Dll n the wh hh LOOK 
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 ArtnosT all Weſt-Indiamen, but par- 
ticularly the larger, catry a number of 
guns and fmall arms in war tir e, to A 
defend themſelves from the eM | 
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wounds. and hurts as ſeamen ere liable 
to receive in the, de fene e of their ſhips, 
as well as What happen to then from 
burns, ſcalds, falls into their chips hold 
and from: aloft, alſo, in the loading and 
unloading of of their ſhips, and ſuſpenſion 
falling into the water; to 
all a ſo great a body of feamen-as 
| ee mult, in a very con- 
ſiderable degree, be ſubjetted; and | 
which, far want of proper medical and 
ſurgical aſſiſtance, muſt often end either 
in the loſs of life, incurable lameneſs, 
3 for een, time, 
unſerviceable to their . and often, 
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I ſhall particularize, and they, the more 
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before mentioned, we fell in company | 


with a merchant- ſhip bound home from 
the Sou th-Sea whale- fiſhery, having 


been abſent thirteen months: early in 


the voyage, one of her crew, by acct 


dent, diſlocated his ſhoulder, and, by 


the time I ſaw. him, the ſeveral parts 
compoling that articulation had con- 


formed ſo much t to the change, that his 
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Ship Kinde Bib en to 


the Weſt-Indies, in 1794, having occa- 


ſion to ſcale his guns, a ſeaman very 
imprudentl y placed himſelf before one 


of chem, directly after being fired off, 


in order to recharge it, and probably 


without previouſly ſponging the gun 
ein a f all charge of 

powder, which he drove home, with 

one end of the rammer placed ag: 


his breaſt; when done, before he cc 


out, he put the: 


either withdraw the rammer or get from 
the front of the gun, the powder caught 
fire, through ſome ſparks that were left 
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atoms, and nothing of him could be 
diſcovered afterwards but a very ſmall 
piece of his apparel. Had this unfor- | 
tunate man placed himſelf, as he ought, : 
by the fide of the gun to.ram home the 
charge one or both of his i | 
Pk been blown off or ſhattered to 
pieces, in which cafe, there being no 
Furgeon at hand to ſtop a bleeding 
artery, to ſeparate m mangled parts, or to 
amputate if neceſſary, he muſt inevita- 
bly have died, or remained a ſhocking 
ſpectacle until the * arrived in the 
Weſt- Indies. 
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Fen and one his leg, on-board 


Coming home from Jamaica, late in the 


yeer 1796, on-board the Ship Alba, 
of Nc le, Captain H-nn-ck; one of 


his legs was broken by a puncheon of 
rum, which was ſtowed above deck, 
pn. looſe and rolling m him, 


ot having fargron on-board, he 
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seh life, 
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their proper 


the uſe of his leg entirely, and was ren- 
dered unſerviceable to his country, 


a ſeaman, for: life. 
TuIs man informed me, chat r moſt of E 


four leſs in number on her home ward 


than on her outward. paſſage ; that he 
was often obliged, as were alſo. the ea 
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in ſome, be ſaid, three and four, in 
others five and ſix, died of the Yellow 


Fever; and, that his berth between 
decks, was too 0 confined and hot be 
| ſlept i in during the firſt part off the ſh ip's 


room left to ſqueeze in, above ſome 


caſks of rum, as may be judged from 


* preceding account of rum being 
ſtowed above deck 


Fork. — William Johnſon, a black 


native of America, com ing from Ja. 
maica to England, in June, 1796, on 
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caries, or rottenneſs of the bone, on 


account of which he was admitted into 
the London-Hoſpital, and at length o- 
bliged'to undergoamputation of the leg, 


By this man's account, afterwards, he 
merchants and owners of the ſhip, on 
account of looſing a leg in their ſervice. 
nor even payment of the ſum for which 
to work during the 


ſhip's run-home; and was told, when 
he made application for his run-money, 
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Tn E number of Britiſh merchant. 
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parts, and for different purpoſes, to the 
Weſt-Indies, I have ſaid to be about a 
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ſuffered very materially from i improper 
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each hundred fons of their bur hen, 


one ſeaman at a certain adv 
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fay forty or fifty years, or that had 
ſerved ſuch a length of time in the 
royal navy, as 15, 20, 251 or 90, years: 


ſuch men would be, I conceive, 


cularly neceſſary and ſerviceable to- 


wards inſteuSiv and training up the 
| apprentices ; and it would, perhaps, 3 
4 greatly encourage ſeamen to enter into, 5 
and not deſert from, the ſervice of the 
royal navy, vere they to be exempted, 


from ſerving therein, unleſs they choſe 
it, alſo, from being impreſſed out f 
merchantmen, at and after any of the 
ſaid ages and terms of ſervitude. Theſe 
people I would, alſo, have made patt 
of merchantmen's OO n 
ments. {<0 . ee LR 


IV. Tazxx are many ſeamen and 
ikewiſe landſmen, who, after h 


1 ſuffered amputation of their legs, in pri- 
vate hoſpitals, and their ſtumps: being 


got quite well, know not, 
port themſelves, nor, as 1 nech Jaw 
two inſtances at the. London-Hoſpital, 
whither: to. go, not even for a night's 


lodging: there are, alſo, ſeamen who 
ſuffer amputation, on-board ſhips of, war, - 
and in naval hoſpitals, Whoſe ſwart-mo- 
ney, a8 it is called, or penſion, not be · 


ing adequate to their ſupport, are often 


reduced to a ſimilar ſituation as the for · 
mer deſcription of men. It really 


would be the greateſt humanity, were 
merchants, and captains of merchant- 
men, to ſeek for and employ all ſuch 
perſons conſtantly i in their ſhips; they 
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would be able to do the duty of cooks, 
. and when in harbour that of ſhip-· keep · 
ers, very well, and ſuch men are, at 

all times and places, exempt from be. 
ing impreſſed: I have had one ſuch 
perſon under my di rection, as a co 


on a ſlaving-· voyage: his duty was ans | 
duous, and, yet; he pe arr ed it very 
well. The number of cheſe people 
would, altogether, be too inconfiderable | 
 toforma part, or even make one, of eve- | 
ry merchant-ſhip's complement)! they: 
ever, ſupply che places of 
many able-bodied men, who, in conſe- 


- would, | 


quence, would become employed to 


much greater advantage in other ſta- 
tions, on-board both merchantmen and 
vs of war, 
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in APR ſhip, to rank as chief 
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in which the captains commonly doing 5 
the duty of an officer, when at ſea, the 

d mate ſhould be conſidered as 


— 


reſt as except 


fapernumerary. 


- 


VI. Thar ene 0 al. 
lowed two able landfmen for each hun- 


dred tons of their burthen, one of them, 
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dred tons burthen would have eight 
people, ſix of them her ſtanding com- 
plement and two of them ſupernumera- 
ries ; thoſe of two hundred tons would 


have fixteen people, eleven of them her 


ſanding complement and five ſupernu- 
meraries; ; thoſe of three hundred tons 
would have twenty-four people, fifteen 
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nine cof hem ſuper numerari 


ſupe! numeraries; thoſe of five hui 


have forty-eight people, twenty. ſeven 
of them her ſtanding compleinent . and 
ty one ſupernumeraries; which 
ople would 


1 eben and proportion of p 


be fully ſufficient for them to be re- 
ſpectively navigated to the Weſt - Indies, 
and rather more than would be re- 
N 4 


a 1dred tons would have . 
7 F JE pl nineteen of them her ſtand- | 
complement and thirteen of. them 
tons would e. forty: pe people, muh y 
ſtanding complement 5 
ö of them ſupernumera- | 
| ries ona merchantmen of fix hunc ed 
tons in hich are nearly the ; 
largeſt, employed in the. trade, would 
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have, and be allowed, according to: 
their owners and commanders' king 
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E at leaſt a fourth of their people, by the 


__ that e rea th fagar-ſhip of one hun- 
ann the-Weſt-Indies) to turn oer 
to a ſhip of war one of her fupernumes 
zries; thoſe of two hundred tons, two; 
thoſe of three hundred tons, four; thoſe 
of four hundred tons, fix; thoſe of five 
hundred tons, eight; and each of thoſe | 
of fix hundred tons burthen to turn * 
over ten of her ſupernumeraries. 


Þ Tur African flave-ſhips bury, 
upon an average, it may be computed, 


time they arrive in the Welt- ndies, and 
have often ſeveral in a very ſickly ftate; 
E thercfore, propoſe, on their arrival im 


one hundred tons burthen be required 
to turn over to a ſhip of war two of her 


ſupernumeraries; thoſe of two hundred | 
tons, ſix; ; thoſe of three hundred tons, | 
ten; and thoſe of four hundred tons 
bi then, which are the largeſt in the 
trade, to turn over fourteen of their 


ſupernumeraries. ee 1170 
X. Tux offer and ſake of his maje- 
ſty's bounty, would frequently induce 
the ſupernumeraries to enter volunta- 


rily into the ſervice of the ſhips of war, 


in the number and proportions T have 
propoſed ; but, when it did not, I pro- 


pole, that the wh. 1 
in the ſaid number and proportions, be 


turned over to, and ſerve in, the ſhips 


of war: in the latter way, all the ſu- 


pemumeraries would have hopes, and 


a chance a ike, of not being ſelected for 


the ſervice of the ſhips of war, which 


would induce them to ſtay on-board 


and take their chance, in common with 


each other, and not leave their ſhips, as 


I have ſhewrr they do now, at the riſk 


of their lives, to ſcreen and hide them- 


ſelves on. ſnore. 


TAISG mode of procuring and 1 obliging 


ſeamen to ſerve in the royal navy would 


be, alſo, 1 conceive, perfectly conſtitu- 


tional, inaſmuch as perſons of almoſt 
every deſcription, throughout the land, 
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bet, to ſerve” their country as militia 
men; why, then, ſhould' not  ſfuring 

wen, in the merchants ſe 5 
quired to ſerve cheir country, i. 


Mie n e r. V ſea? it fa 0 y wo ul d 


be infinitely more equitable; as well as 
confiderably leſs oppreſſive, than the 
preſent practice of impreſſing and taking 
them by force: I have, in truth, known 
them to accede to it with the al 
readineſs, which makes me preſume to 
propoſe it, and inclines me to believe it 


would be bighty ſatisfactory to er : 
men in 'genieval.” | 
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Snirs of war en the Weſt-India fits 


| nd, by the means 1 have pro- 
the ſugar and Afri. 
can ſlave; ſhips, taken little and great 
together, at at leaſt two wen for each hun. 
dred tons ff 
agreeably to the befirkiſhid: n 
of their e, . would amount to fi 


pn receive fron 
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Arrzx the faid drafts of men into 
the ſhips of war, ſugar-ſhips of one hun. 
dred tons burthen would have feve 
people belonging to them; thoſe of two 
hundred tons would have fourteen peo- 
ple, chree of them ſupernumeraries: ; 
thoſe of three hundred tons would have 
twenty people, he of them fapernu- 


would have tw eople, ſeven 
of | then \ ſupernumeraries 3 thoſe. of 
X = hundred tons would have thirty- 
| two p people, nine of them ſupernume- 
raries; and thoſe of fix hundred tons 
burthen would have thirty eight people, 
_ eleven of them ſupernumeraries: the : 
African ſlave-ſhips, of one hundred tons 


burthen, would have ten people, three 


of them ſupernumeraries; thoſe of two 
hundred tons would have ei ghteen peo- | 
ple, ſeven of them ſupernumeraries 3 

thoſe of three hundred tons would have 


twenty-ſix people, eleven of them ſu- 
pernumeraries; and thoſe of four hun- | 
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